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SUBJECT: Nereids
GUEST SPEAKER: Discussion leader - Leslie Harris

DATE: 19 August 2002

TIME: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p. m.

LOCATION: Los Angeles Museum of Natural History
Worm Lab
900 Exposition Blvd.

The meeting was commenced by our new
president, Kelvin Barwick at approximately
9:30 a.m. He started by thanking the 20th
anniversary party committee (Leslie Harris,
Ron Velarde, Cheryl Brantley and Ann Dalkey)
for the wonderful job they did with organizing
and coordinating the party. It was also
requested that anyone who took pictures that
evening, if they have extras, send them to
Megan Lilly and she will include them in
future newsletters to share with the greater
SCAMIT membership. It was then announced
by Kelvin that SCAMIT has a new list-server
which is up and running thanks to Paul V. Scott
of the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural
History who is graciously hosting our list-
server and our ever-fearless webmaster, Jay
Shrake who will be handling the archiving.
Further on in the newsletter is an
announcement for the list-server and
instructions on how to subscribe.

Molgularegularis
City of San Diego
Photo by M. Lilly
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Rick Rowe informed us that “special” t-shirts,
designed by himself and his wife Rae (an
excellent and successful artist) could be
available for purchase, but he won’t have them
made until a certain number of orders are
placed. I have seen the design, which consists
of a drunken crab with a lampshade on his head
and a reference to 70% ethanol (don’t want to
spoil the surprise) and it is quite hilarious as
well as being beautifully drawn. If anyone is
interested in receiving a t-shirt with this design,
please contact Megan Lilly and let her know.

If enough orders are placed, we may have a
batch made.

Larry Lovell then had the floor to announce
that the 2002 Ichthyology/Herpetology
meetings will be held in Kansas City this year
in the first week of July. He also stated that at
the recent SCAS meetings he met Julie Kalman
who is working on parasitic copepods and
would be willing to look at some that we are
encountering, especially those found on our
Mediomastus polychaetes. Julie can be reached
at SCCWRP, where she is currently working.

Rick Rowe then brought up the issue of trying
to get SCAMIT and PEET funded researchers
together. This idea was originally suggested by
Meg Daly at the January Anthozoan meeting.
SCAMIT would love to have a PEET grantee
come to one of our meetings and tell us more
about the PEET program as well as whatever
specific topic they are researching. Please
contact any of the officers if you are currently
working under a PEET grant and would be
willing to attend a SCAMIT meeting.

Don announced that the California and World
Oceans Conference ‘02 will be in Santa
Barbara this year and runs from October 27-30.
Interested parties can get the necessary
information at

http://resources.ca.gov/ocean/CWO_02/
Call_index.html

With the business portion of the meeting
completed it was time for the Ascidian lecture.
Megan Lilly started with an overview of
ascidian anatomy and proper dissection
technique. She then showed digital images of
various structures to be examined, such as the
dorsal lamina, stigmata (spiral or straight), and
branchial tentacles (branched or simple). She
reviewed some of the species found in the City
of San Diego’s monitoring programs, such as,
Cnemidocarpa rhizopus, Agnezia
septentrionalis, Molgula regularis, Molgula sp
SD 1, Molgula pugetiensis, and Molgula
napiformis. Species sampled in San Diego Bay
during the B’98 regional program were also
examined: Microcosmus exasperatus, Styela
plicata, and Ciona sp (she did not speciate the
Ciona specimens as they were all being
examined after being fixed in formalin and any
necessary color spots, etc, were unavailable).
Some of the literature she uses for ascidian ID
work is, The North and South American
Ascidians Van Name 1945, Three New Species
of Stolidobranch Ascidians (Chordata:
Ascidiacea) from the California Continental
Shelf Lambert 1993, and The Ascidians Styela
barnharti, S. plicata, S. clava, and S.
montereyensis in California waters Abbott et al
1972. However, this is just a small sampling of
the available literature and a visit to the
Ascidian website is also recommended:

http://nsm.fullerton.edu/~lamberts/ascidian/

She will be eventually making voucher sheets
based on the power point presentation given
that day. Contact her if you wish to receive
copies.

CORRECTION

There was an error in the spelling of a
polychaete genus in the minutes of last month’s
newsletter. Please correct Spinoferra to its
proper spelling of Spinosphaera. Thanks to
Rick Rowe (CSD) for catching this.

- (M. Lilly)


http://resources.ca.gov/ocean/CWO_02/Call_index.html 
http://resources.ca.gov/ocean/CWO_02/Call_index.html 
http://nsm.fullerton.edu/~lamberts/ascidian/
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MEDIC ALERT!

George Davis, Collections Manager of the
Crustacea Section of the Natural History
Museum of Los Angeles County and SCAMIT
member is among the wounded. George
suffered a mild heart attack on Sunday 7 July,
and when he was examined it was determined
he required multiple by-pass surgery to open
his arteries. He will have had the surgery by the
time you read this, and will be in a long
recuperation phase (about 6 weeks off work).
There’s nothing duller than being forced to
relax for so long a period. If you would like to
help out by being an irritant, write to him at his
home with good wishes for a speedy recovery
or even snarky comments about “doctor
ordered loitering” or the fact that you are
ambulatory and he is not. Comments like the
latter can serve to focus his energies on
recovery...if only to extract revenge. The
address is George Davis, 1503 Stanford Drive,
Glendale, California 91205.

UPCOMING SPECIESID CLUB
MEETINGS

The next species ID club meeting will be,
August 14 with Nacho, Kristin, and Bonnie,
discussing snails (for more information on the
Species ID club meetings see the April 2002
newsletter).

DELTA WORKSHOP

The Natural History Museum of Los Angeles
County is sponsoring the fifth Crustacean
DELTA workshop. The workshop will run from
7-15 October, and space is limited. Please see
the attached flyer at the end of the Newsletter
for more details and enrollment instructions.

SCAMIT —ANEW EMAIL DISCUSSION
GROUP

The Southern California Association of Marine
Invertebrate Taxonomists (SCAMIT) is pleased
to announce a new email discussion list. This
list is intended to enhance communication
between marine invertebrate biologists, in

particular on topics of California invertebrate
taxonomy and ecology. All individuals or
organizations interested in California marine
invertebrate taxonomy are invited to join and
participate in this new email discussion.

To subscribe to the list:

1) Send an email to: scamit-
request@lserve.sbnature?.org

2) In the body of the email only include the
word “subscribe” (not in quotes)

3) You will receive an email verification of
your intent to subscribe. Simply open the
verification request email, click on “reply” then
“send” and you will be subscribed to the
discussion list.

Make sure your email is sent in “plain text”
format, not in “MIME” or “HTML” format.
Remember you must go through the above
procedure to receive any messages posted on
the list server. This system is separate from
the monthly email notification about the
publication of the newsletter. If you have
questions or problems, please send an email to:
pvscott@sbnature2.org

We look forward to lively discussions on
invertebrate taxonomy!

Kelvin Barwick
President, SCAMIT
kbarwick@sandiego.gov

ISYOU IS ORISYOUAIN'T MY
WORMY?

Most of us are fairly careful and alert to
problems of homonymy within the groups we
are familiar with. Some residual problems
come out of left-field from groups generally
unfamiliar to those working on marine
invertebrates.

Such was the case recently with member Sue
Williams, who now does quite a bit of work in
salt-marshes and other coastal areas where
insects abound. While working with some of
the older literature Sue came across records of
a dipteran fly genus Eulalia. Sue’s training as
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a polychaetologist guaranteed her familiarity
with a marine annelid genus of the same name.
She contacted me to ask if I knew about the
problem, and whether it had been resolved. I
didn’t know, but proceeded to find out.

It’s one of those classic bad news-good news
situations. Bad, the dipteran (a stratiomyid
soldier fly) has priority under the Code being
Eulalia Meigen 1800; predating the polychaete
Eulalia Savigny by at least a decade. Good,
the publication in which Meigen proposed
Eulalia in 1800 was suppressed by ICZN
action in 1963, and is unavailable for
nomenclatural purposes. This removed the
homonymy, making Eulalia Savigny available
for us to use.

Ron Velarde pointed out that, although there
was no mention of the earlier name in
Fauchald’s “The Polychaete Worms”, and it
was likewise unmentioned in the phyllodocid
section of the Atlas, Olga Hartman had noticed
the earlier name and listed it in her Catalogue
of the Polychaetous Annelids of the World
(Part 1). While noting that there was an earlier
name use she did not attempt to resolve the
homonymy in that 1959 publication (prior to
the ICZN suppression action). Thanks to Sue
for catching this one on the fly, so to speak.

[As a side note: there appears to be controversy
as to the original publication date of the genus.
Hartman (1959) used 1817, Fauchald (1977)
and later Blake (1994) used 1818, while Pleijel
(1991) uses 1822. Since both Hartman and
Pleijel refer to the same Savigny publication,
and since the date of that publication was fixed
at 1822 by ICZN action, it is likely that
Pleijel’s usage is in fact the correct one. Since
the homonymy has been removed, this
secondary date controversy has no impact on
the availability of the name for an annelid.] -
Don Cadien (CSDLAC).

AVAILABLE JOBS

New Brunswick, Canada

Position available at The Huntsman Marine
Science Centre

St Andrews by the sea, New Brunswick
University programs coordinator

This position will coordinate university
education and research activities at the
Huntsman Marine Science Centre; a not-for-
profit charity devoted to education, research
and technology transfer to industry
(www.huntsmanmarine.ca) located in the Bay
of Fundy. The University programs
coordinator will reserve facilities for visiting
field courses and researchers at HMSC,
including preparation of budgets and invoicing.
The position will also manage a new student
exchange program in marine biodiversity
between Canadian and European Union
universities. There will also be some
opportunity for the candidate to teach field
courses and conduct environmental research if
they wish. It is a full-time position, initially for
a three-year period but may be extended as
funding permits.

Excellent organization and project management
skills, strong computing proficiency, and at
least a first degree in a biological science is
required. Knowledge of the Canadian
university system, and an interest in marine
biology, would be useful.

The position may suit graduates with
experience on project coordination and
management, who are interested in living in a
rural seaside village with a strong science
community including the oldest (DFO) marine
station in Canada, the Atlantic Salmon
Federation headquarters, a community college,
salmon farming, lobster and herring fisheries,
and whale watching and outdoor ecotourism.
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Applications containing a letter explaining why
the position is of interest and relevant strengths
of the applicant, with a full curriculum vitae
and contact details (including email, fax) of 3
referees, should be sent by email, fax, or post
to:

Ms T. Dean, Director of Education,
The Huntsman Marine Science Centre,
1 Lower Campus Road, St Andrews,
New Brunswick, Canada ESB 2L7.

Tdean@huntsmanmarine.ca
Fax +1-506-529 1212

Deadline for applications 15 July 2002, but late
applicants may be considered.

Note this position was first advertised in
December 2001. Previous applicants may

reapply.
LACMNH

In addition to the Curatorial Assistant position
recently announced, the Natural History
Museum of Los Angeles County invites
applications for two grant funded (2.5 years)
curatorial assistants with expertise in
crustaceans, mollusks and/or echinoderms.
These positions in our Marine Biodiversity
Processing Center (http://collections.nhm.org)
will complement existing staff and reflect the
institution’s commitment to the Center’s
growth. We seek qualified persons to assist
with the curation, sorting, databasing, and
physical integration of orphan collections into
the museum’s invertebrate collections.
Successful candidates should have appropriate
degrees in Biology, at least one year of
experience with one of the taxonomic groups
noted above, and knowledge of contemporary
museum collection and specimen conservation
techniques. Good oral and written
communication skills are essential and
experience with collection databasing is
desirable.

All two positions are full-time with benefits.
Salary: $30,000/year plus full benefits.

Review of applications continues until
positions are filled. Please send your
curriculum vitae, name and contact information
for three referees, and a cover letter that
describes your curatorial experience to:

Dr. Angel Valdes, Mollusca

Natural History Museum of Los Angeles
County

900 Exposition Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90007 USA

E-mail: avaldes@nhm.org
T-SHIRTSFOR SALE! HURRY, HURRY!!

20th anniversary SCAMIT t-shirts are still
available. Get them for the low, low price of
only $15. Contact treasurer Cheryl Brantley to
order yours today! If you tragically had to miss
the party, wear the shirt and pretend you were
there.

LITERATURE REVIEW

A compilation of the differences between the
SCAMIT’s Edition 4 species list and
Skoglund’s recent review of the panamic
gastropod literature.

By Kelvin Barwick

The recent publication of Skoglund’s (2002)
review of the Panamic Gastropod literature was
the impetus for the following table (which is
attached at the end of the newsletter). The
table was compiled by making a line-by-line
comparison between the species in current
usage (SCAMIT, 2001) with what is indexed
by Skoglund, (2002). All differences were
noted. None of these proposed changes have
been adopted by SCAMIT. They are offered
up here as advisory only. No attempt was
made to compare the higher level taxa. This is
well beyond the ability of this worker and is
best left to the professionals.

The table is divided into three sections
(columns) separated by double lines. The first
describes the affected taxa and its
corresponding line number as it appears in
SCAMIT, 2001. The second section is further
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Interested persons should register by completing the on-line application. Enrollment will
be limited to 18 participants and determined on a first-come-first-serve basis. A course
fee of $125US applies.

For information on the registration, accommodations and/or schedule, contact:

Sarah Boyce (sboyce@nhm.org)

Todd Haney (toddhaney(@crustacea.net)

For other information about the course, contact:
Jim Lowry (jimlowry(@crustacea.net)

Terry Macfarlane (terrym@calm.wa.gov.au)

Instructors:
Jim Lowry, Division of Invertebrate Zoology, Australian Museum, Sydney, Australia.

Terry Macfarlane, Department of Conservation, Western Australian Herbarium,
Manjimup, Australia.

Todd Haney, Research & Collections, Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County,
Los Angeles, USA.

Date: 7 to 15 October, 2002
Cost: $125 course fee
Registration deadline: August 31, 2002



