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1 . Ventrum without color pattern; setiger 4 with several major spines 2 

Ventrum with a combination of brown and chalky white color pattern (Fig. 2); setiger 4 with one 
major spine 3 

2. Palps short, generally not reaching beyond setiger 6; peristomium reduced dorsally and ventrally 
into a thin "lip"; notopodia dorsally produced, long and tapered (Fig. 1) 

Chaetopterus variopedatus 

Palps long, generally reaching to mid-body region; peristomium broad, well developed with dorso­
lateral incision forming a mid-dorsal protuberance; notopodia not long and tapered (Fig. 2) 

Mesochaetopterus sp. 

3. Ventrum with dark brown band on setigers 6 & 7; setigers 7-11 chalky white; prominent 
peristomial flaps present; prostomium without antennae; eyes present (Fig. 3) 

Spiochaetopterus costarum 

Ventrum with light brown band beginning on setiger 5; setigers 6-9 (occasionally 6-11) chalky 
white; antennae present; eyes present or absent (Figs. 4 & 5) 3 

4. Eyes present; setiger 5 light brown and setigers 6-9 (occasionally 6-11) chalky white (Fig. 4).. 
Phyllochaetopterus prolifica 

Eyes absent; setigers 5 & 6 light brown and setigers 6-8 chalky white (Fig. 5) 
Phyllochaetopterus limicolus 
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Fig. 1. Chaetopterus variopedatus: 
anterior end, dorsal view. 
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protuberance _ 
ol peristomium Fig. 4. Phyllochaetopterus prolifica: A. anterior end, 

dorsal view; B. anterior end, ventral view. 

Fig. 2. Mesochaetopterus sp.: anterior end, dorsal 
view. 

Fig. 3. Spiochaetopterus costarum: A. anterior end, 
lateral view; B. anterior end, ventral view. 

Fig. 5. Phyllochaetoptenis limicolus: A. anterior end, 
lateral view; B. anterior end, ventral view. 


