
Taxon: Palaeonemertea sp OC1 (Nemertea: Anopla)   Examined by Dean Pasko
Synonomy: none known       Date: 15 October 2013 (Distributed: 2/12/14)

Collected: OCSD, Sediment Mapping Survey, Phase II, Station SM-159, 26 June 2012, 119 m
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Characters (See figures)
• Approx 145 mm total length (posterior end incomplete); 
• Head broad and spatulate; esophageal region swollen, papillated (lumpy), slightly discolored, with posterior margin 

sharply delineated from remainder of body; remainder of body smooth to end.
• Mouth large, oval, with very slight indentation just anterior to mouth head region at level of mouth. 
• Cerebral sense organ (CSO) present, small, in line with mouth (not anterior or posterior to it). 
• LSO not observed, apparently absent. 
• Internal musculature 2-layers throughout: outer circular, inner longitudinal in esophageal region, lateral nerve cord 

(LNC) embedded external to circular muscle within thickened epidermis; two large, laterally positioned blood vessels 
(one on each side) within longitudinal muscle in line with LNC. 

• Posterior section of body much reduced in girth from anterior, with thickened intestinal muscles(?) and broad intesti-
nal coelom. 

• Presence/absence of caudal cirrus unknown, presumed to be absent.
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Palaeonemertea sp OC1: (A) tangled mass of entire specimen; (B) anterior body region and papillated esophageal 
region; (C) ventral surface of head showing size and position of mouth and CSO; (D) cross-section through esophageal region. 
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