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DIAGNOSTIC CHARACTERS: 

1. Body crème-white, elongate (filiform) with pointed anterior, weak cephalic furrow evident; single pair of 
reddish-brown pigment bands located centrally on the dorsum, connected at both the anterior and posterior 
end. 

2. Proboscis sheath short, extends approximately 30 %  length of body; proboscideal apparatus discharged in 
single specimen observed.  Coe (1904) reports the basis to be cylindrical without any basal swelling and that 
the stylet is slender, but indicated from his notes that he did not know if longer or shorter than basis. 

3. Eyes can be visible uncleared; cleared specimens with two pair of large black eyes (larger than what is 
observed in Tetrastemma), anterior pair very close together near anterior tip of twin dorsal pigment bands, 
posterior pair of eyes (slightly larger) wider (outside of twin dorsal pigment bands). 

4.  
RELATED SPECIES AND CHARACTER DIFFERENCES: 

The single pair of reddish-brown pigment bands on the dorsum are very distinctive.  Only Tetrastemma 
bilineatum has this similar pigment pattern.  However, T. bilineatum is broad and thick, with a bluntly 
rounded head and Nemertopsis gracilis is filiform with a pointed head (see Figure 1).  T. bilineatum has a 
grayish-yellow base color and N. gracilis has a crème-white base color. 

 
DEPTH RANGE:  Intertidal to 16 meters 
 
DISTRIBUTION:   Puget Sound to Ensenada, Mexico 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 Figure 1.         Nemertopsis gracilis                 Tetrastemma bilineatum 


