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SIPUNCULA CHARACTER TABLE

DEFINITIONS

Resource: Taxonomic Atlas,
Vol 14, Misc. Phyla, p 49

Retractor muscle: Muscles connected to body wall and introvert that are used to withdraw introvert into trunk
region; look for number and arrangement/attachment points

Microvilli: Look for presence/absence on oesophagus, the region of the intestine between the pharynx and

descending loop

. Nephridia: Saclike organs in anterior portion of trunk used as gonoducts in excretion; look for number of pairs and

form (lobed or simple)

Introvert: Retractable area of body used for feeding and sensory perception; look for length relative to trunk, and
presence/absence of hooks or papillae.
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*S. ingens and S. nudus are easy to confound when juvenille
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NOTES ABOUT DISSECTION:

1. Find the ventral nerve chord, you will cut starting at posterior (wider end) on dorsal side (opposite of nerve
chord). This way, you avoid cutting into any of the characters you will need to identify the animal.

2. To cut, use iris scissors and tent the skin to cut a window into the trunk, from there cut anteriorly and pull up
slightly on the lower scissor blade to minimize damage to internal structures

3. Cutto anterior of nephridia

4. Go slow and be patient

* Spindle muscle is delicate and easily torn/difficult to find; confusion of juvenile S. ingens and S. nudus is common



