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Simple key to the City of San Diego Species of Sphaerosyllis 
(see Harris table "Selected Characters of Northeast Pacific Sphaerosyllis" handed out at the 12 August 1996 

SCAMIT meeting for additional species and a detailed summary of characters) 

Dorsal Cirrus 
present on 
setiger 2 

Dorsal Cirrus 
absent on 
setiger 2 

Long paired papillae 
middorsally 

Sphaerosyllis bilineata 

No long paired papillae 
middorsally 

Sphaerosyllis ranunculus 

Blades of compound falcigers 
of similar length within fascicle 

on anterior setigers 
Sphaerosyllis sp SD3 

(No flap present over posterior eyes, 
Ant. setigers with 5 papillae above each 

parapodia but none on dorsum 
Med. And Post setigers with 5 rows of 5 

papillae across each setiger 
Dorsal cirri flask-shaped through entire body) 

Blades of compound falcigers vary 
in length approximately 1:3 within 

fascicle on anterior setigers 

Flap over posterior eyes and no 
visible papillae on dorsum 

Sphaerosyllis sp SD2 

(Dorsal cirri flask-shaped through entire body) 

No flap over posterior eyes 
Small and rounded and long and filiform 

papillae on dorsum 
Sphaerosyllis californiensis 

(Dorsal cirri grade from flask-shaped anteriorly to cirriform 
posteriorly) 

Identifications should be checked against the Harris 1996 table and drawings, voucher sheets, and literature. Alcian 
blue staining is useful for revealing the body papillation. 


