Amphiporus flavescens Coe 1905								SCAMIT Vol.   , No
Group: Nemertea: Enopla: Hoplonemertea

								Date Examined: 5 January 2011
											Voucher By: Tony Phillips
  
SYNONYMY: 	Amphiporus sp A Phillips 1988
			Amphiporus rubellus (Phillips ID, not Coe 1905)
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DIAGNOSTIC CHARACTERS:
1. Body yellowish-white to crème white.
2. Proboscis sheath extends almost full length of body, proboscis papillated
3. Basis approximately equal in length to stylet (s/b ratio 0.79 – 1.38), basis has a thin pear to cylindrical shape with the base rounded; 1-2 accessory pouches with 1-2 accessory stylets.

4. eyes not visible unless cleared; cleared specimens with three groups of eyes on each side of head.  A single row of  4-8 round eyes is found along the anterior-lateral edge of head, followed by a cluster of 4-8 eyes just inside of end of first cluster to edge of cephalic furrow,  with a single row of 3-10 eyes trailing posteriorly over brain lobes and along brain stem that start posterior and outside of anterior-lateral row.  This species shows a great variability in eye pattern in relation to body size.
5. Size of specimens observed 1 – 23 mm.

RELATED SPECIES AND CHARACTER DIFFERENCES:
Unless cleared there are many species of Amphiporus, Tetrastemma and provisional species of Hoplonemertea that have a similar appearance.  Amphiporus californicus has a somewhat similar eye pattern to A. flavescens. The two rows of eyes in A. californicus have 4-8 pairs in an irregular linear line, while A. flavescens can have 6 – 13 pairs of eyes in three separate groupings.  Earlier identifications by this author of A. rubellus Coe 1905 were actually A. flavescens (pages in Coe 1905, 239/241, stuck together which made first page of A. rubellus description run-on with first page of A. flavescens description.  This error was seen when reading a second copy of Coe 1905.

DEPTH RANGE:  	5-128 meters

DISTRIBUTION:   	Monterey, Ca. to Ensenada, Mexico
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