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SCAMIT CODE: None Date Examined: 27 October 1995 
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SYNONYMY: Tetrastemma nr. candidum of MEC and CSDMWWD 
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DIAGNOSTIC CHARACTERS: 

1. Body generally short, plump and without pigment (white). 

2. Four crescent shaped rose-colored eyes with posterior pair facing posteriorly. 

3. Proboscis sheath 2/3-3/4 the length of body. 

4. Proboscis armature consists of short stylet (<_ 1/5 of basis length) and cylindrical basis expanded 
and flattened posteriorly. 

RELATED SPECIES AND CHARACTER DIFFERENCES: 

1. Tetrastemma candidum: Color gray, yellow, green or brownish green; stylet only slightly shorter 
than hourglass-shaped basis (cylindrical, constricted in middle, with round end) (See Figure 2). 

DEPTH RANGE: intertidal to 150 m 

DISTRIBUTION: Southern California Bight 
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Figure 1 

Figure 2 
Figure 1. Tetrastemma sp. A SCAMIT: A. entire animal cleared; B. entire specimen, cleared; C. stylet 
apparatus. 

Figure 2. Tetrastemma candidum: A. entire animal, dorsal view; B. anterior end, dorsal view; C. stylet 
apparatus. (From Blake and Lissner, 1993.) 


